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He was as far as ever from being able to tell.   But I
think he hoped to try again.

It was no doubt in connection with this inquiry that
he suggested, in a Presidential Address to the Engineering
Section of the British Association in 1904, the desirability
and feasibility of sinking a deep bore-hole to examine
the earth's crust. He discussed the procedure that might
be adopted in boring to a depth of twelve miles, and the
probable cost. Reverting to the subject in his address
as President of the Association at the Bournemouth
meeting in 1919, he remarked :

' The expense seems trivial as compared with the pos-
sible knowledge that might be gained by an investigation
into this unexplored region of the earth. It might indeed
prove of inestimable value to science, and also throw
additional light on the internal constitution of the earth
in relation to minerals of high specific gravity. In Italy,
at Lardarello, bore-holes have been sunk which discharge
large volumes of high-pressure steam, which is being
utilised to generate about 10,000 horse-power by tur-
bines. ... It seems, indeed, probable that in volcanic
regions a very large amount of power may be, in the
future, obtained directly or indirectly by boring into the
earth, and that the whole subject merits the most careful
consideration/

The address also refers to another of his scientific
inquiries. It had been noticed that the propellers of
ships were liable to a species of erosion which took the
form of a pitting of the blades. In 1915 a committee was
appointed by the Admiralty to examine this matter.
Parsons, who was chairman of the committee, ascribed
the action to the * water-hammer of collapsing vortices ',
when the propellers were producing cavitation ; in other
words, to the intense blows which are struck upon minute
areas of the surface of the metal when vacuous cavities